
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NATIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, 
Ingham County, Michigan, held on the 1 th day of November 202 , at 6:00 pm local time. 

PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 

The following resolution was offered by and supported 
by__________________________________. 

WHEREAS, from November 1- November 30, the United States celebrates National Native 
American Heritage Month; and 

WHEREAS, National Native American Heritage Month is an opportunity to consider and 
recognize the contributions of Native Americans to the history of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Native Americans are descendants of the original, Indigenous inhabitants of 
what is now the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the Census Bureau estimates that (1) in 2020, there were 9,666,058 
individuals of American Indian and Alaska Native descent in the United States; and (2) in 2019, 
there were 607,010 individuals of Native Hawaiian descent in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Native Americans maintain vibrant cultures and traditions and hold a deeply 
rooted sense of community; and 

WHEREAS, Native Americans have moving stories of tragedy, triumph, and perseverance 
that need to be shared with future generations; and     

WHEREAS,  Native Americans speak and preserve Indigenous languages, which have 
contributed to the English language by being used as names of individuals and locations (i.e. 
Okemos in Meridian Township) throughout the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Congress has consistently reaffirmed support for Tribal self-governance and 
self-determination policies for Native American communities and the commitment of the United 
States to improving the lives of all Native Americans by (1) enhancing health care and law 
enforcement resources; and (2) improving the housing and socioeconomic status of Native 
Americans; and 

WHEREAS,  Congress has recognized the contributions of the Iroquois Confederacy and the 
influence of the Iroquois Confederacy on the Founding Fathers in the drafting of the Constitution of 
the United States with the concepts of (1) freedom of speech; (2) the separation of governmental 
powers; and (3) the system of checks and balances between the branches of government; and 

WHEREAS, with the enactment of the Native American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public 
Law 111 33;123 Stat. 1922), Congress (1) reaffirmed the government-to-government 
relationship between the United States and Native American governments; and (2) recognized the 
important contributions of Native Americans to the culture of the United States; and 



WHEREAS, Native Americans have made distinct and important contributions to the United 
States and the rest of the world in many fields, including the fields of agriculture, environmental 
stewardship, wayfinding, medicine, music, dance, language, and art; and 

WHEREAS, contemporary applications of traditional knowledge systems of Native 
Americans have expanded scientific, environmental, and intercultural understanding; and 

WHEREAS, Native Americans have distinguished themselves as inventors, entrepreneurs, 
spiritual leaders, and scholars; and  

WHEREAS, The Nokomis Cultural Heritage Center is a non-profit Native American Cultural 
Center located at the Meridian Historical Village, dedicated to the preservation and presentation of 
Anishinaabe culture. For nearly two decades they have been working to teach the people of the 
State of Michigan about Anishinaabe (Ojibwa, Odawa and Potawatomi) arts, culture and history; 
and 

WHEREAS, the people of the United States, the State of Michigan and Meridian Township 
have reason to honor the great achievements and contributions of Native Americans and their 
ancestors; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN, joins with The Nokomis Cultural 
Heritage Center: 

with section 2(10) of the Native American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public Law 111 33; 123 Stat.
1923); and

to urge the people of Meridian Township to observe National Native American Heritage Month
and Native American Heritage Day with ongoing support, appropriate programs and activities
including new visits to Nokomis Cultural Heritage Center.

ADOPTED:  YEAS: 

 NAYS: 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
)  ss 

COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Township Board of the Charter 
Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true 
and complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board on the 1 th 
day of November 202 . 

Deborah Guthrie, Clerk  
Charter Township of Meridian 
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