
Winter Family 
Fun Weekends

PART 3:  THE HISTORY OF MERIDIAN
On February 16th, 1842 the Township of Meridian, 
which had been organized by an active legislature, was 
approved. That spring saw the first Township meeting in 
the home of George Matthews. From 1947 to 1957 the 
Zoning Board ran the Township. The Township didn’t see 
much change until the late 1950s. 

In 1957 a Planning Commission was voted in and replaced 
the Zoning Board. Two years later, the first official funds of 
$5,000 for the planning of the Township were budgeted 
for the Planning Commission. They would go on to create 
a master plan to guide future development in the area. 
The plan included a civic center and a central park. With 
a master plan came a zoning ordinance. This was the first 
time the Township regulated developers and individual 
property owners; zoning ordinances led them to consider 
community development for the Township as a whole.

In October of 1959, the Township gained the name 
“Charter” in its title due to the potential of facing serious 
sewage control problems and the inability of the present 
form of government. By becoming a Charter Township, 
the growing community would have a government 
with additional powers, including increased flexibility 
within the organizational structure, greater tax authority, 
and protection of the Township’s boundaries against 
annexation. 

In 1974, a contest for a Township seal was conducted by 
the Township Board. The first place winners, Steve Beltier 
and Julie Lindins, had their seals refined by a professional 
graphic artist. The line on the logo is a symbol of the 
meridian for which the Township is named. It is said that 
the cabin represents the home of the Marshall’s, one of 
the earliest families to move to the area. In 1976, the seal 
was completed and sold as a decoration on white marble 
paper weights. 

The first Township Hall, built in 1868, stood for 90 years. 
It was torn down in 1958. The current building stands at 
5151 Marsh Road in Okemos, Michigan.

Thanks to the following people who helped with historical 
information and dates: 

Jane Rose, Meridian Historical Village
John Grettenberger, Okemos Resident

Eric Stelljes, Historian
Elaine Davis, Historian

PARTS 1 and 2 are available at:
http://bit.ly/MeridianTownshipHistory

LOCAL HISTORY BUFFS 
NEW FAVORITE 
WINTER READ

“Images of America: 
Meridian Township”

By Jane Rose

Come in out of the cold 
and stay warm and cozy 
curled up next to the 
fire and enjoy taking a 
step back in time with a 
pictorial history of Meridian 
Township written by Jane Rose, Executive Director of the 
Meridian Historical Village. This newly published book 
will transport you through Meridian’s history. Copies 
are available for purchase at Walgreens in Okemos and 
Schuler Books in Okemos and Grand Rapids. The book 
can also be purchased online through the Historical 
Village website.

http://bit.ly/FavoriteWinterRead

For more information, call Meridian 
Township Parks & Recreation 
517-853-4600

For more information
scan this with your 

Smart Phone

10 AM TO 2 PM

Meridian Winter 
Farmers’ Market

SATURDAYS
DECEMBER 5 & 19
JANUARY 2 & 16
FEBRUARY 6 & 20
MARCH 5 & 19
APRIL 2 & 16
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Chinese New Year, also called Spring Festival, has more than 
4,000 years of history. It is the grandest and most celebrated 

festival of the Chinese tradition. People born in the year of 
the monkey (1920, 1932, 1944, 1956, 1968, 1980, 1992, 2004) 
2016 are known to be witty, intelligent and have a magnetic 

personality. In Meridian Township, we will welcome the Chinese 
New Year on February 7th with a parade, music, 

dancing, singing, games and more.FEBRUARY 6th 2-6 pm

REVITALIZING DOWNTOWN AREAS

A downtown area is normally the heart of any city or town. When businesses thrive and choose to make Meridian 
Township their destination, residents and out-of-towners alike can benefit from a myriad of eclectic choices. In 
Downtown Okemos, recent changes have been proposed for what was The Marc and Central Fire Station property. 
Lansing developer Kris Elliott of Evergreen Properties has purchased the property with plans to construct a Tavern and 
Tap Restaurant as well as a residential component in that location. The proposed Douglas J redevelopment project is 
also taking shape in Downtown Okemos. The historic Smiley House previously known as the Triple Goddess New Age 
Bookstore was demolished. New plans for the project are in the works with construction expected to begin in 2016.

A prominent location in Haslett, near Marsh Road, was recently beatified. An abandoned home at that location was 
torn down in an effort to eliminate blight. Members of the Haslett Beautification Association are developing plans for 
an exciting re-imagining project for that property. Plans may include a welcome sign or sculpture. Potential changes to 
the Haslett Village Square area are also being discussed.

The Township is also excited to welcome Spartan Dance and Fit Center to the former C&H Marketplace location within 
the Carriage Hills Complex off Lake Lansing and Hagadorn Roads. The project will revitalize the area with a 2,000 
square foot facility that will include six dance studios, group fitness room, personal training room, locker rooms and a 
café in the lobby area that offers healthy snacks, coffee and juice bar. Keep your eye out for completion in July 2016.

Dog Waste: Pick it up
Dogs are welcome in Meridian 
Parks. Remember to pick 
up after your dog on public 
sidewalks or pathways, within a 
public street right-of-way, land 
preservation property, or park 
property.

Keep Dogs on a Leash
As we take a walk with our furry 
companions along public sidewalks,
pathways , trails, land preserves, and 
parks, remember to keep your pet on a 
6-foot leash at all times.  The Ordinance
is in place for the safety of your pet,
yourself, and others.

 Brattin Woods
5851 Okemos Road, Haslett

 Central Park
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos

 Central Park South
1990 Central Park Drive, Okemos

 Eastgate Park
4203 S. Meridian Road, Okemos

 Ferguson Park
4540 Okemos Road, Okemos

 Forest Hills Natural Area
4625 Northview Drive, Okemos

 Hartrick Park
3685 Hulett Road, Okemos

 Hillbrook Park
1747 Lake Lansing Road, Haslett 

 Harris Nature Center
3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos

 Lake Lansing Park North
6260 E Lake Drive, Haslett

 Legg Park
3891 Van Atta Road, Okemos 

 Nancy Moore Park
1960 Gaylord C. Smith Ct., Okemos

 North Meridian Road Park
5191 N. Meridian Road, Okemos

 Ottawa Hills Park
4980 Hillcrest Ave, Okemos

 Red Cedar Natural Area
1455 Oscoda Road, Okemos

 Sander Farm Preserved 
       Natural Area

4344 Dobie Road, Okemos

 Tacoma Hills Park
1815 Hamilton Road, Okemos

 Ted Black Woods Park
540 Grand River, Okemos

 Wonch Park
4555 Okemos Road, Okemos

For more information including Parks and Trail Maps visit: 
bit.ly/ParksTrailMaps

 PARKS WITH TRAILS:

SAT
JAN   2
JAN 16
FEB   6
FEB 20 WINTER FARMERS’ MARKET

10 AM-2 PM 	 MERIDIAN MALL

CROSS COUNTRY SKI CLASSES
9:30 - 11:30 AM	 HARRIS NATURE CENTER

SAT
JAN 16
FEB   6

SNOWSHOE CLASSES
1 - 3 PM	 HARRIS NATURE CENTER

SAT
JAN 16
FEB   6

SNOW TALES GUIDE WALK
?? PM 	 HARRIS NATURE CENTER

SUN
JAN 17

HOWL AT THE MOON
7 PM HARRIS NATURE CENTER

FRI
JAN 22
FEB 19

MOONLIGHT SKI AND SHOE
6 - 9 PM	 HARRIS NATURE CENTER

SAT
JAN 23
FEB   6
FEB 20

POLAR BEAR 5K RUN/WALK
7 PM	 CENTRAL PARK ??

SUN
JAN 24

WINTER CHILL-OUT: AN AFTERNOON OF RELAXATION
1 - 4 PM	 HARRIS NATURE CENTER

SUN
JAN 24

WINTER WONDERLAND
10 AM - 3 PM	 HARRIS NATURE CENTER

SAT
JAN 30

MERIDIAN FISHING DERBY
??? PM	 LAKE LANSING?

SAT
FEB 13

ANIMAL VALENTINE CAMPFIRE
6:30 - 8 PM	 HARRIS NATURE CENTER

SAT 
FEB 13

THURS
JAN 28
FEB    4

MOONLIGHT SLEDDING
6 - 8:30 PM	 NORTH MERIDIAN ROAD

MERIDIAN SWIMS
?	 MICHIGAN ATHLETIC CLUB

SAT 
FEB 21

FAMILY SPECIAL: BIRDS OF WINTER
??	 HARRIS NATURE CENTER

SAT 
FEB 21

WINTER FARMERS’ MARKET
Just because its cold outside, doesn’t mean the Farmers’ Market has to end. The Meridian Farmers’ Market moves indoors and 
continues its popularity with visitors from all over. The Winter Farmers Market starts Saturday, December 5th from 10am to 2pm 
inside the Meridian Mall at the JC Penney wing. Visit over 30 vendors the first and third Saturday of the month through April and 
enjoy a bountiful winter harvest. 

CAMPFIRES

WINTER ACTIVITIES

X COUNTRY SKIINGSNOWSHOEING WALKING

BIRD WATCHING SLEDDING  ICE FISHING

FARMERS’ MARKET5 K RUN

in MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP




