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DUSTY’S WINE CELLAR
1839 Grand River Ave.
(517) 349-5150
www.dustyscellar.com

7
FARM FRESH SEAFOOD
1731 Grand River Ave.
(517) 347-4999
www.farmfreshseafood.com

8
ASIA BAZAAR
1754 Central Park Dr.
(517) 347-3565
www.asiabazaarmi.com

9

SAKURA MARKET
2843 Grand River Ave.
(517) 253-7961
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ORIENTAL MART
2800 Grand River Ave.
(517) 337-2519
www.facebook.com/NewOrientalMart
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E.L. FOOD CO-OP
4960 Northwind Dr. 
(517) 337-1266
www.elfco.coop

3
FOODS FOR LIVING
2655 Grand River Ave.
(517) 324-9010
www.foodsforliving.com

4
LOTTE MARKET
2305 Grand River Ave.
(517) 347-6653
www.facebook.com/LotteMarket

5
MERTS MEATS
1870 Grand River Ave.
(517) 574-5014
www.mertsspecialtymeats.com
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Back to the Beginning: 
The Village of Okemos (Part 1)
By: Heather Hartmann

The village of Okemos began in the1830s. Sanford Marsh and his wife Asenath were the first 
white settlers, purchasing land on the northwest corner of Okemos and Mt. Hope Road. The 
second white settlers were Freeman and Caroline Bray, who proceeded to buy land and 
then sell off the southeast corner of the plot. This became the village of Okemos, which was 
originally named Sanford and then Hamilton.

Cheap land is what brought in the first settlers, those selling the plots hoping to draw people in, 
build up the area, and create a community. Farming became the primary purpose for most of 
those that moved to Okemos. One of the earlier settlers was John Grettenberger. He, along 
with his son Jake, heard about the cheap land and bought up 80 acres. The Grettenbergers are 
still heavily involved in the Okemos community today.

Due to the bend in the river near Ferguson Park, saw mills soon came to town! One of the early 
pioneers, John Salt Marsh, was one of these millers. Homes went from being built of logs to 
sawn lumber, and the Plank Road was built from Detroit to Lansing, passing through Okemos. 
As the population increased, the schools changed, going from being held in Daniel Cooper’s 
shed to a one room school house to the buildings we have today.

But before the settlers came to Okemos, Native Americans used the land, namely a tribe of 
Chippewa led by Chief John Okemos roaming from Okemos to Portland. There are many 
stories of Chief Okemos’ community involvement; including strong ties and friendships with 
many people, and tales of his love for children.

After he died and was buried in Portland, the people of Okemos (at that time named Hamilton) 
petitioned for the village name to be changed to honor the chief. In 1859, the village official 
became known as Okemos.

Time Capsule in a Tumbler:
Oldest Bar in Ingham County
By: Andrea Mantakounis

Older than NATO, Velcro, Disney World, and the Beatles, 
Haslett’s own watering hole, Mayfair Bar, has stood the 
test of time. Celebrating their 80th birthday this past winter, 
Mayfair Bar has the oldest continuous liquor license in 
Ingham County.

In the early 1900’s the Michigan United Railways Association 
purchased the eastern half of Lake Lansing Park and built 
a dance hall named “The Casino”.  A year after the United 
States repealed the prohibition law against alcohol, Al and 
Pauline Sprague bought the park including the dance hall 
and acquired the liquor license. The bar changed names, 
hands, and even location until 1947 when it moved to its 
current spot at 1525 Lake Lansing Road.

The bar changed ownership two more times (to Leonard 
Good, then to Doc Bearden and Tom Lundeen) until the 
current owner, Bret Story, purchased the Mayfair in 1996. 
Story had his eye on the bar for quite some time. “Before I 
could even drink legally I walked in here, looked around and 
said ‘Someday I am going to buy this place.’ I fell in love.” 
After law school and starting a painting company, Story’s 
childhood dream came true.

After decades and different owners, what has been the 
secret to the Mayfair’s longevity? Story credits the customers 
and employees for the success. “At Mayfair, you can have 
someone who is a prominent attorney in town sitting at the 
bar next to a painter from down the street. It’s like everyone’s 
attitudes are checked at the door,” stated Story. “Whatever it 
is that makes this work, it just keeps chugging along.”

The addition of the roof top patio bar, a year and a half ago, 
was the “smartest thing I’ve ever done,” claimed Story. For 
those who remember the painted mural of famous MSU 
figures from the back room, it will be making its return to 
the bar shortly. Story estimates it will be back up along the 
shuffleboard wall in the next month.

It’s a place where regulars become friends and friends 
become family. “With being the oldest bar, you run into 
people who say that they’ve met their spouse here or always 
come in on their anniversaries. Where you go, someone’s 
heard of the Mayfair.” 3

Look for the history of Haslett in the next issue of the Monitor.
Thanks to the following people who helped with historical information and dates: Jane Rose, Meridian Historical Village; 

John Grettenberger, Okemos resident; Eric Stelljes, Historian; and Elaine Davis, Historian.


